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RCPORT OF TIE CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOLRD
cn the
Investigataion of a Ground Collision
Between MMlitary and Civilzan Aircraft
An accadent which occucrred at the Detroit Caity Axrport, Detroit,

hehagen, about 4:20 p.m, on November 20, 1943, resulted in fatal injury
fc V11llaian Zllsworth O'Iracn and s.razous burns to 'lallian Jennangs “then a
317F Arry bomber, piloted by Lb. Paul 0'Bapy, overshot the runvway and
tollided wath twe privately-owned zarcraft which wiere parked ncar the air-
prt boundary fence. O'Bagy, age 25, was an Army flight instructor sta-
ficned at Hobbs Field, Now llexico. Q'Brien, age 28, hcld a cormercial pi-
Iot certaificate with a single-crngine land, 0~80 h.p. rating. He wes cm-
rloyed by Permsylvamia-Central fLirlinces ¢s & copilot and was helping the
floyd Foren Flyers, Inc., fly passenpoers on his day off. Jennmings was a
ticket agent for the same employer, selling short passenger rides. He was
wt a certificated airman, The plenc occupied by Q'Brien and Jennings was
& Stanson 10, NC 27794. The other caivalian aircraft, parked alongsidc the
§tinson, was a Piper J54, NC 41158, Both civilian aircraft, owned by the
Floyd Foren Flyers, Inc., were destroyed by inpact and firc, The army B-17
recelved major darnage.

bhortly before 4320 p.n. Pilot 0'Bayy contacted the Detroit City hir-
port tower for landinp anstructions cnd was roguested to ase Punway No. 7.
i rmade a norwal approach into an cast-~northcast wind of about 7 m.p.h. and
contacted s wheols approxaimsicly onc-thard of the way down the No. 7 run-
wey, vwhich 1s 4125 feet long. Ahccording to the pilot, after about two-
thirds of the runway had besn used and aadationa’l brake pressure was applicd,
the brokes becarme ineffeetive. “then slightly over three-fourths of the a-
verlable runway had bcen used the tailwheel was unlocked and pover was ap-
placd to the tvo rirht cnpines. LTter a sliint pausc, due to lozdang up,
the engine responded and the aircraft started Ho turn to the left. Vhen it
had turned approxamately 90° the right vang siruck the eirport boundary
fence. The borber continued turning to the left, straking the Stinson and
the Piper which were parked parallel to the fence about 100 feel north of
the end of the rumway, The two cormercial aircrafi were denolished by the
borber's propellers znd the Piper wos dragred underncath the fusclage of
the B~17 until 1t stopped rolling, nsving corpleted a 360° turn to the left
from its original heading. The fuel tanks of the Stanson and Paper were
ruptured and gasoline whien sprayed over a large arca -@as imicdilately 1o~
mted, O'Brien ond Jennings, who were sitiing in the Stinson, werc unable
to get out of the aircreft and reoach a safe distance boefore peing overtaken
by the B~1l7. O'Brien rcceived instont fatal injury. Jennings succceded in
gettang out of the path of the borber, but was cought in the area of the
fire and received sericus burns.

ihen confronted with the erergency, the pilot had two eliernataves -
elther to ase the emergency brake or unlocs the tailwheel ond turn. The
latter, he believew, would not be dafficult, as the speed of the airplane
had been reduccd to cround 25 mep.h., so he ordered the teilwheel unlocked
and opened the throttle to the twe right cnmnes to groundloop to the left.
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The fact that the engires had loaded up snd faaled to respond immediately
dejayed the turn sufficiently to allow tre bomber to continue down ithe
runway farther than expscted ancd by the tame the engines aid respond, the
two cavilian aircraft werc wathin the racius of the bemper's turn., It
appears that the prlot used sound judgmont in turnins to the left, as the
visitors parking lot lay ahead and a DC3 was a* the leading ramp near the
Admimistrotion Bualding te lhz right,

The propable ceause of this accadent was the ocomver pileotts poor judg-
ment 1n Ionding too far downm the rumray to oraing the plens to a stop before

overrunning the fiecld,

BY THE POARD



